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Arlene Bader, H. Ec. Sr., models a 1910 
dress from the textile and clothing his· 
toric costume collection. 
Photograph by Bud Stickler 
by Jan Furman 
Technical journalism Sophomore 
Art work by Carol Gorman 
and Betty Burke 
C OEDS WHO ATTENDED 
Iowa State the year of its 
opening, 1869, wore skirts re-
quiring 16 yards of material. Crin-
olines and layer upon layer of 
petticoats attempted to support 
the heavy costume. About 15 years 
later the innovation of the bustle 
added even more weight. 
Dark wool suits with leg-of-
mutton sleeves came in just before 1869 
Coed Fashion~ 
the turn of the century. Shortly 
after this, Gibson Girl tailored 
blouses with the addition of a 
skirt became standard attire for 
the college girl. The skirt now was 
gored and only required 10 yards 
of fabric. In these outfits, coeds at 
Iowa State found it possible to 
attend classes, clean rooms, play 
tennis and even field hockey. The 
collegiate's essential, the sweater 
was introduced shortly after this. 
It was first worn as a cardigan or 
bolero and later became a heavy 
turtle neck. 
Co I or s gradually brightened 
from the dark, rich maroons, vio-
lets, and plum to American beauty, 
cerise, Russian pink, and tanger-
ine. Scottish plaids and stripes be-
came the favorite patterned 
materials as early as the 1900's. 
The sheath, a dress that seems 
peculiarly fashioned for today's 
streamlined living, apparently had 
its beginning in the second decade 
of this century. The hobble skirt 
in 1910 was a sign of women's 
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18 84 
desire to escape from their cumber-
some clothing. But it too ended as 
a trap, slimming down to a mere 
28 inches around from the knees 
to the ankles. The best of finish-
ing schools could only devise a 
prim mincing gait to propel the 
debutante, whom the gentlemen 
of the day made jokes about and 
cartoonists pictured in the daily 
newspapers. 
With the advent of the 20's, the 
skirts shortened and waistlines 
dropped. The boyish look swept 
the campus and curves became 
something to be suggested but hid-
den. Even then the "look" was not 
entirely new. For in the early 19th 
century during the French Recon-
struction, women abandoned stays 
and wore gowns that hung straight 
from the shoulder. Napoleon prob-
ably complained as much as the 
fellow in the raccoon coat. 
After the depression years., suede 
jackets, zippers, matched skirts and 
sweaters, and steam irons were in-
troduced to the campus. Pilgrims 18 96 
Today-Reminiscent of the Past 
1920 to the annual Drake Relays were 
urged in the April 1938 "Home-
maker" to choose "wrinkle-resist-
ant fabrics" of tweeds and wool 
for the venture. 
Wrinkles did not seem to bother 
coeds of the 40's "Sloppy Joe" 
sweaters, the ancestor of the crew-
neck, and short skirt became the 
standard. Padded shoulders and 
long or up-swept hair completed 
the picture of the girl of the war 
years. 
And today the chemise dress, so 
obviously derived from the flapper 
era, is seen on nearly every page 
of the spring fashion magazines. 
Many with the addition of a belt 
will still pass as a basic dress after 
the chemise has again taken its 
place in the history of fashion. 
Also reminiscent of the "speak-
easy" era, are the spring party 
dresses shown with all-over fringe 
or fringe as emphasis at the hem-
line. Some are designed with the 
fringe detachable so you may re-
move it for a return to the fifties. 
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